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B I V 

Bitterly haft thou paid, and ftill art paying; 

That rigid fcore. * Miiton's Agonifles, l. 432. 

3. Sharply ; Severely. 

Kis behaviour 13 not to cerifure bitterly the errours of their 
zeal. Sprat. 

Bi'tteRN. n.f [bittour , Fr.] A bird with long legs, and a 
long bill, which feeds upon fifti ; remarkable for the noife 
which he makes, ufually called bumping. See Bittour. 

The poor fifti have enemies enough, befides fuch unnatural 
fifliermen as otters, die cormorant, and the bittern. Walton. 

So that Scarce 

1 he bittern knows his time, witli bill ingulpht. 

To fhake the founding marfil. Thomfon s Spring. 

Bittern, n.f. [from bitter.'] A very bitter liquour, which 
drains oft in making of common fait, and ufed in the prepara- 
tion of Epfom fait. Quincy. 

Bitterness, n.f. [from bitter.] 

1. A bitter tafte. 

T he idea of whitqnefs, or bitternefs , is in the mind, exa&ly 
anfwering that power which is in any body to produce it there. 

Locke. 

2. Malice; grudge; hatred; implacability. 

The bitternefs and animofity between the chief commanders 
was fuch, that a great part of the army was marched. Clarcnd. 

3. Shcirpnefs ; Severity of temper. 

His Sorrows have fo overwhelm’d his wits, 

Shall we be thus affiifled in his wreaks, 

His fits, his frenzy, and his biiternefs ? Sbahefp. Tit. A?idr. 

Pierpoint and Crew appeared now to have contracted more 
bitternefs and fournefs than formerly, and were more referved 
towards the king’s commiflioners. Clarendon , b. viii. 

4. Satire; piquancy; keennefs of reproach. 

Some think their wits have been afleep, except they dart out 
fomewnat piquant, and to the quick : men ought to find the 
differ ence between faltnefs and bitternefs. Bacon , EJJhy 33. 

5. Sorrow; vexation; affliction. 

There appears much joy in him, even fo much, that joy 
could not {hew itfelf modeft enough, without a badge of bitter- 
iicfs. Shakefp . Much ado about Nothing. 

They {hall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only fon, 
and fhail be in biiternefs for him, as one that is in bitternefs for 
his firftborn. Zech. xii. 1 o. 

Moft purfue the plcafures, as they call them, of their natures, 
which begin in fin, are carried on with danger, and end in 
bitternefs. Wake's Preparation for Death . 

I oft, in bitternefs of foul, deplor’d 

My abfent daughter, and my dearerlord. Pope's Odyffey. 

BiVj i'ERSWEET. n. f. [from bitter and J'weet . ] The name of 
an apple, which has a compound tafte of fweet and bitter. 

It is but a bitterfwect at beft, and the fine colours of the fer- 
pent do by no means make amends for the fmar t and poifon of 
his fting. South. 

When I exprefs the tafte of an apple, which we call the 
bitterfiveel , none can miftake what I mean. Watts's Logick. 

Bl'fTER VETCH, n. f. [ orobus, Lat.] 

This plant hath a papilionaceous flower, out of whofe em- 
palement rifes the pointal, wrapt up in the membrane, which 
becomes a round pod, full of oval fhaped feeds ; two leaves, 
loined together, grow upon a rib that terminates in a point. 

J Millar. 

ETttour. n.f [1 bittour , Fr.] The name of a bird, commonly 
called the bittern ; [See Bittern.] but perhaps as properly 
bittour. 

Then to the waters brink {he laid her head ; 

And, as a bittour bumps within a reed, 

To thee alone, O lake, (he faid, I tell. Dryden's W. of Bath. 

BituTme. n.f. [from bitumen.] Bitumen. See BIT UMEN. 

Mix with thefe 

Idsean pitch, quick lulphur, filver’s fpume, 


Sea onion, hellebore, and black bitume. 


May s Virgil. 3 


BITUMEN, n.f [Lat.] A fat un&uous matter dug out of 
the earth, or feummed off lakes, as the Afphaltis in Judaea, or 
various kinds ; feme fo hard as to be ufed for coals ; others fo 4 
glutinous as to ferve for mortar. _ # Savary. 

It is reported, that bitumen mingled with lime, and put un- 
der water, will make, as it were, an artificial rock, the fub- 5 
fiance becometh fo hard. Bacon's Nat. Hijhry , N° 7 83. 

The fabrick f'eem’d a work of rifing ground. 

With lulphur and bitumen caff between. Drychn' s Fables. 

Bitumen is a body that readily takes fire, yields an oil, and is 
foluble in water. ' . Woodward? s Method of Foffds 

Bitu'minous. adj. [from bitumen.] Having the nature and 
qualities of bitumen ; compounded or bitumen. 

Naphtha, which was the bituminous mortar ufed in the walls 
of Babylon, grows to an entire and very hard matter, like a 
£ one# ' Bacon's Phyfical Remains. 

The fruitage fair to fight, like that which grew 

Near that bituminous lake, where Sodom flam d. 

Miltons Par. Lojl , b. x. /. 562. 

Biva'lve. adj. [from bums and valves, Lat.] Having two 
valves or {butters ; a term ufed of thofe fifti that have two 
iliells, as oyfters ; and of thofe plants whofe feed pods open 
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ri.eir whole length, to difeharge their feeds, as peas’ 

In the cavity lies loofe the fhell of feme fort of bivalve l ar . 
gei tnan could be introduced in at either of thofe holes. * 

■or „ Woodward on Fafblr . 

B va'lvular adj [from bivalve.-] Having two valves, 
BrxwoRT. n.f. An herb. D'n 

Bi'zantine. n.f [more properly fpelt byzantine ; from By^S 
l f m ’j A great piece of gold valued at fifteen pound, which the 
king offereth upon higli feftival days ; it is yet called a bizan 
tine, which anciently was apiece of gold coined by the emne" 

rr rC ut S °^ Conftan tinople. Camden's RenJms. 

j. o BLAB. v. a. [blabber en , Dutch.] 

1. To tell what ought to be kept fecret ; it ufually implies ratW 
thoughtleffnefs than treachery ; but may be ufed in either fenfe 

I he gaudy, blabbing , and remorfeful day, 

Is crept into the bofom of the fea. Shakefp. Henry VI 
Thy dues be done, and none left out, 

Ere the blabbing eaftern fcout 
The nice morn on the Indian fteep, 

F rom her cabin’d loophole peep. Milton 

Nature has made man’s breaft no windores, 

7 o publifh what he does within doors ; 

Nor what dark fecrets there inhabit, 

Unlefs his own rafli folly blab it. Hudibras , p. ii. c . ii. 

Sorrow nor joy can be difguis’d by art, 

Our foreheads blab the fecrets of our heart. Dryden's Juv. 
It is unlawful to give any kind of religious worfhip to a crea- 
ture ; but the very indices of the fathers cannot efcape the in- 
dex expurgatonus, for blabbing fo great a truth. Stillingfest. 
Nor whifper to the tattling reeds 
The blackeft of all female deeds ; 

Nor blab it on the lonely rocks. 

Where echo fits, and lift’ning mocks. Swift. 

2. To tell ; in a good fenfe. 

1 hat delightful .engine of her thoughts. 

That blabb'd them with fuch pleafing eloquence. 

Is torn from forth that pretty hollow cage. 

Shakefp. Titus Andronicus. 
To Blab. v.n. To tattle; to tell tales. 

Your mute I’ll be ; 

When my tongue blabs , then let mine eyes not fee. 

Shakefp. Tivelfth Nigh. 
Blab. n.f. [from the verb.] Ateltale; a thoughtlds babbler ; 
a treacherous betrayer of fecrets. 

The fecret man heareth many confefflons; for who will open 
himfelf to a blab, or babbler ? Bacon , EJfay 6. 

To have reveal’d 

Secrets of man, the fecrets of a friend. 

Contempt and fcorn of all, to be excluded 
All friendfhip, and avoided as^a blab. Milton's Agonijles : 

Whoever fhews me a very inquifitive body, I’ll {hew him a 
blab , and one that fhail make privacy as publick as a proclama- 
tion. L' EJl range. 

I fhould have certainly gone about fhewing my letters, under 
the charge of fecrecy, to every blab of my acquaintance. 

Swift's Letters, 

Bla'bber. n.f. [fromblab.] A tattler; ateltale. 

To Bla'eber. v.n. To whiftle to a horfe. Skinner. 

Bla'bberlipped. Skinner. See Blobberlipped. 

BLACK, adj. [blac, Saxon.] 

1. Of the colour of night. 

In the twilight in the evening, in the black and dark night. 

Prov. vii. 9. 

By Ariftotle it feems to be implied, in thefe problems which 
enquire why the fun makes man black , and not the fire, why it 
whitens wax, yet blacks the lkin. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

2. Dark. 

The heaven was black with clouds and wind, and there was a 
great rain. 1 Kings , xviii. 45* 

Cloudy of countenance ; fullen. 

She hath abated me of half my train ; 

Look’d black upon me. Shakefp. King Lear. 

Horrible ; wicked ; atrocious. 

Either my country never muft be freed. 

Or I confenting to fo black a deed. Dryden's Indian Emp'. 
Difmal; mournful. 

A dire induction am I witnefs to ; 

And will to France, hoping, the confequence, 

Will prove as bitter, black, and tragical. Shakefp. Rich. Ill* 
6. Black and blue ; The colour of a bruife ; a ftripe. 

Miftrefs Ford, good heart, is beaten black and blue , that you 
cannot fee a white fpot about her. Merry Wives of Windfor. 
And, wing’d with fpeed and fury, flew 
To refeue knight from black and blue. Hudibras , cant, ilk 

Black-browed, adj. [from black and brow.] Having black 
eyebrows ; gloomy ; difmal ; threatening. 

Come, gentle night ; come, loving, black-brow' d night. 
Give me my Romeo. Shakefp. Romeo and Juliet. 

Thus v/hen a black-brow' d guft begins to rife, 

White foam at firft on the curl’d ocean fries. 

Then roars the main, the billows mount the {kies. ^ 

Dry den, /Eneid vii. *• 7 V 3, 
C BLACK- 
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Black-bryony n.f. [ tamnus , Lat.] The name of a P ,ant - 
It is male and female in different plants ; the flowers ol the 
male plant conlift of one leaf, and are bell fhaped ; but thefe 
-re barren; the embryos are produced on the female plants, 
fp.ich become oval berries, including roundifh feeds. Fliefe 

• 1 ^.1 .-.4. « 4- k /v Titkifn k t*T7 fS X T n O t" Ii 


which become oval berries, including rounaim iccu^ ^ .1 
plants have no clafpet, as the white bryony hath. I he lpe- 
cies are, 1. The common black-bryony. 2. Black-bryony of Crete, 
with a trifid leaf, &c. The firft is rarely cultivated in gar- 
dens, hut grows wild under hedges, and is gathered for medi- 
cinal ufe. It may be cafily propagated by lowing the feeds, 
foon after they are ripe, under the Ihelter ol bullies ; where, in 
the fpring, the plants will come up, and fpread their branches 
over the bullies. Millar. 

Black-cattle. Oxen; bulls; and cows. 

The other part of the grazier’s bufinefs is what we call 
black-cattle , producing hides, tallow, and beef, for exportation. 

Swift. 

Black-earth, n.f. It is every where obvious on the furface 
of the ground, and what we call mould. TVoochv. on Foffils. 
Black-guard, adj. [from /;/tfo£and guard.] A cailt word a- 
mono-ft the vulgar ; by which is implied a dirty fellow ; of the 
meaneft kind. 

Let a black-guard boy be always about the houfe, to fend on 
your errands, and go to market for you on rainy days. Swift. 
Black-lead. n.f. [from black and lead.] A mineral found in 
the lead-mines, much ufed for pencils ; it is not fufible, or not 
without a very great heat. 

You muft firft get your black-lead fharpened finely, and put 
fall into quills, for your rude and firft draught. Peacham. 
Black-mail. n.f. A certain rate of money, corn, cattle, or 
other confideration, paid to men allied with robbers, to be by 
them protected from the danger of fuch as ufually rob or fteal. 

Cozuel. 

Bi.ack-pudding. n.f. [from black and pudding.] A kind of 
food made of blood and grain. 

Through they were lin’d with many a piece 
Of ammunition bread and cheefe, 

And fat black-puddings , proper food 

For warriours that delight in blood. Hudibras , p. i. cant. i. 
Black-rod. n.f. [from black and rod.] The ufher belonging to 
the order of the garter ; fo called from the black rod he carries 
in his hand. He is of the king’s chamber, and likewife ufher 
of the parliament. Cowcl. 

Black, n.f [from the adjedlive.] 

1 . A black colour. 

Black is the badge of hell, 

The hue of dungeons, and the fcowl of n’o-ht. 

t Shakefp. Love s Labour Lojl. 

For the produaion of black , the corpufcles muft be lefsthan 
any of thole which exhibit colours. Newton's Opticks. 

2 . Mourning;. * 

Rife, wi etched widow, rife ; nor, undeplor’d, 

Permit my ghoft to pafs the Stygian ford : L 

But rife, prepar d in black , to mourn thy perifh’d lord. 3 

am 1 Dryden's Fables. 

3. A blackamoor. 

4. That part of the eye which is black. •' 

It fuffices that it be in every part of the air, which is as bio- 
^ as the black or fight of the eye. Dighv 

To Bl ack, w. <7. [from the noun.] To make black ; to blacken! 
Blatkmg over the paper with ink, not only the ink would be 

quick y dried up, but the paper, that I could not burn before, 
would be quickly let on fire. Boyle m Cojm g 

i hen in his fury black d the raven o’er. 

And bid him prate in his white plumes no more. 

BlaVk a r rr Addifon s Ovid's Metamorph. b.W. 

[from black and Jlfoor.J A man by n a- 
tuic or a biack complexion ; a neoro ^ 

. *“ v 'r- r - 

I: ' ’ . V' 1 ’ I ’ 1 ’ r’ "' 1 Fa; . -. I". ] j ... riir Vli''. 

It hath leaves like thofe ol the heath ; the flowers are male 
and female, which grow in different parts of the fame plant • 

hh n ° WerS la , Ve n ° petals ; the female are fucceeded by 
blackberues, m each of which are contained three or four hard 

St V uv ' S rf e ^* ru *’ grows wild upon the mountains in 
St iffordflure, Devonfliire, and Yorkfhire. M;n 

•ns:;:; w %c r rc t £ 

Th, 

wS? i S ; M ft U1 - vffes >° is 

a J ‘ ,C W‘\ the r l ,luck ’ d in defiirts wild, 

BlVckisird' y If* g ‘Tl’ 2 f:,ulchion fail’d. Gay’sPafl 

bfZgm: bU s Zv f a r' bird - ] Thc ,,amc a Z\ 

thrufhes, and'divers ofes T g °! dfi " ches > bl ^ds, 

* a* itS, „ d 

VolT 2 ° f a black “lour. 1 
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Blefs’d by aljiiring winds, he finds the firenJ 
Blacken'd by crouds. 

While thc loiig fuii’rals blacken all the way. 


Priori 

Pope. 


2 . To darkeii. , . . 

That little cloud that appear’d at firft to Elijah’s fervant, no 
bigger than a man’s hand, but prefently after grew*, and jpread,- 
arid blackened the face of the whole heaven. South. 

3. To defame ; or make infamous. 

Let us blacken him what we can, faid that mifereant Harri- 
fon, of the blcffed king, upon the wording and drawing up his 
charge againft his approaching trial. , South « 

The morals blacken'd , when the writings ’{cape 
The libell’d perfon, and the pidtur’d fhape. Pope i 

To Blacken, v.n. To grow black. 

The hollow found 

Sung in the leaves, the foreft {hook around, 

Air blacken'd , roll’d the thunder, groan’d the ground. Drydem 
Bea'ckish. adj. [from black.] Somewhat black. 

Part of it all the year continues in the form of a blackijh 
oil. Boyle i 

BlaAkmoor. n.f. [ftom black and Moor.] A negro; 

The land of Chus makes no part of Africa ; nor is it the ha- 
bitation of blachnoors ; but the country of Arabia, efpecially the 
happy andftony. Brown' s Vulgar Errours, b. vi. c. n. 

More to weft 

The realm of Bacchus to the blackmoor fea. Pai\ Reg. b. iv<> 
Bla'ckness. n.f. [from black.] 

1. Black colour. 

BlaCknefs is only a difpofition to abforb, or ftifle, without re- 
flection, moft of the rays of every fort that fall on the bodies. 

Locke's Elements of Natural Philofophy , c. ii; 
There would emerge one or more very black fpots, and* 
within thofe, other fpots of an intenfer blackncfs. Newt. Opt * 
His tongue, his prating tongue, had chang’d him quite. 
To footy blackncfs from thc pureft white. Addifon s Ovid L 

2. Darknefs. 

His faults in him feem as the fpots of heav’n, 

More fiery by night’s blacknefs. Shakefp. Ant. and Cleopatra. 
BlaAk smith, n. f '[from black and frnith.] A fmith that works 
in iron ; fo called from being very fmutty. 

The black fmith may forge what he pleafes. Howel's E. Tears.- 
Shut up thy doors with bars and bolts ; it will be impoflible 
for the blackfnith to make them fo faft, but a cat and a whore- 
mafter will find a way through them. Spectator, N° 205, 

Bla'cktail. n.f. [from black and tail] A fifti; a kind of 
perch, by fome called ruff's , or popes. See Pope. Dial. 

BlaAkthorn. n.f. [from black and thorn.] The fame with 
the floe. See Plum, of which it is a fpecies. 

Bla'dder. n.f. [blabbpe, Saxon ; blader, Dutch.] 

I. That veffel in the body which contains the urine* 

I he bladder ftiould be made of a membranous fubftance and 
extremely dilatable for receiving and containing the urine, 
till an opportunity of emptying it. Ray on the Creation. 

mJe° ftm ^ ^ W ‘ th WIIid ’ “ Which allufl0,ls ar e frequently 

T That huge great body which the giant bore. 

Was vanquifh’d quite, and of that monftrous maf!j 
Vas nothing Jeff, but like an empty bladder was. Fairy 9 
A bladder but moderately filled with air, and ftrongly ded! 
being heid near the fire, grew exceeding turgid and hard; but 
afterwards being brought nearer to the fire, it fuddenly broke, 
with fo loud a noife as made us for a while after almolf deaf. 

3 ' with blown Madders. ^ t0 fwim> *° fupP ° rt them ^ 

I have ventur’d, 

Like little wanton boys, that fwim on bladders, 

I fide many {ummers, in a fea of crI or y ■ 

But far beyond my depth : my highblown pride 
At length broke under me. ttttt 

4- A blifter ; a puftule. Henr > VUL 

BlA The R fl ; NUT - n /'n MA hdendr °”’ Lat’] A plant. 

into two or three rdlc ^ • ■ V , B meSj and divided 

The fpecies are, The commoTwil dbldfl™ f Afif' 

leaved American bladder-nut , withTt We" The firft J!h 7 

trees ,s found wild in the woods, and other ftadv S 

northern parts of Eno-]aml Tk P r . r M P‘ a ces, in the 

merira r t S ! d * 1 he fecond is a native of A 

merica, but is fo hardy as to endure the feven-fl- u V 

Climate, in the open air. Both thefe kinds ™ t d ° f our 

by fowing their feeds earlv in the fpilnu Tho 7 b< i ,P ro Pag«cd, 

grow in England to the height of tv-c.lvl P W “ commonl y 

Bl A Wr-se = na. n.f [eo/utea lJTM f ° Urtee “ fe «. W. 

It hath a papilionaceous flower.fuccTeded bv n„ 1 3 Pla r nt -L 

vs - 
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trees. 












